
COVID-19 School Screening Testing Program Facts

WHAT IT IS
In 2021-22, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is providing Binax rapid
tests for COVID-19 free of charge to public, private, tribal and charter schools throughout the
state. Participation is optional, and any participant under the age of 18 must have parental
consent. Any adult participating in testing must sign a consent form for themselves.

HOW IT WORKS
The testing program is open to any staff member or student, vaccinated or unvaccinated.
Testing is not available to parents, guardians, or the general public. Students under the age of
18 must have parental permission for testing. All tests will be administered by trained staff. D51
has two ways to participate in testing:

1. Symptomatic Testing - A person experiencing at least one symptom of COVID-19 goes
to the school nurse’s office for a Binax test.

2. Routine Testing - A person who signs up for routine testing volunteers to be tested
using a Binax test once a week at their school or building.

WHY IT MATTERS
The testing program provides an extra preventative step in our state’s recovery from the
pandemic. Symptomatic Binax testing is not only more convenient for families (parents who
consent to testing will no longer have to pick up their symptomatic child, go get them tested off
site, and keep them home until test results arrive), it also gives students and staff answers about
their health status faster than other types of testing. In addition, routine testing helps catch
asymptomatic cases sooner and hopefully limit the number of people exposed to COVID-19
through people with asymptomatic cases.

TESTING
What is a Binax test?
A Binax test involves a trained professional inserting a swab into your nose and rubbing the
inside of both nostrils to collect a sample. The swab does not have to be inserted very far to
collect a sample.

How long does it take to receive test results?
Fifteen minutes.

How will I be notified of the results?
Those who take the test will learn their results right on site after the nurse reads the results.
Parents will be notified of their child’s test results by phone or email within the same business
day of testing if a child tests positive for COVID-19.

Is testing only for unvaccinated people?
No - anyone can volunteer for testing, regardless of vaccination status.



Will students or staff have to miss class or work to be tested?
Each school will determine when routine testing will take place. For symptomatic testing,
students or staff should come to the school health office as soon as possible after developing a
symptom or symptoms in order to be tested.

When will weekly testing take place?
Schools will determine what date and time routine testing will take place.

Who is paying for the tests?
The tests are free for districts and for those taking the tests, thanks to Epidemiology and
Laboratory Capacity Reopening Schools award funding. Participating schools and districts will
receive $2.50 per test to cover school costs of administering the tests. CDPHE and the
Colorado Department of Education are working together to distribute these funds.

ENROLLMENT
How can I opt in for routine testing or opt my child in for testing?
Links to online enrollment forms can be found here. Select your school or your child’s school
from the menu.

Is parental consent required for testing?
Anyone under the age of 18 must have parental consent in order to participate in symptomatic
testing, routine testing, or both. Parents/guardians can decide at any time to opt in or, if they
change their mind, to opt out. Parental consent will only be accepted through the online form,
which you can find here. The form allows you to opt your child in just for routine testing, just for
symptomatic testing, or both.

Is enrollment voluntary?
Participation is completely voluntary. However, any staff member who wants to be tested or
parent/guardian who wants their child to be tested must enroll/consent first.

INCENTIVES
Can students receive incentives for routine testing?
Yes. Students who have parental consent for routine testing are eligible through the Governor’s
Incentive Program to receive a $25 gift card for their first routine test and an additional $10 for
every additional weekly test. Students will receive their incentives monthly and retroactively on a
rechargeable gift card that they will receive in the mail. Their mailing address will be provided on
enrollment/consent forms.

Who is paying for student incentives?
Incentives are fully funded by Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity Reopening Schools award
dollars via a national public-private partnership. Zero funds for this entire program come
from District 51.

Can staff receive incentives for routine testing?



No.

Are there any incentives for students or staff who participate in symptomatic testing?
No.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit covid19.colorado.gov/free-testing-schools.


